
NO OTHER RADIO SPECTRUM... would provide the same performance as that of the
420 to 430 MHz and 440 to 450 MHz frequencies. As a practicing telecommunications
engineer, I also volunteer time to assist with coordinating Amateur's in the 420 to 450
MHz spectrum in Southern California.
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As an Advanced-class licensed Amateur Radio operator since 1968, I want to go on
record as being strongly against the petition under consideration, RM-9267. I am active
on many Amateur Radio frequencies, including those frequencies bands of 420 MHz to
430 MHz and 440 MHz to 450 MHz, that promote the public welfare through emergency,
disaster and public service communications.
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May 26,1998

RE: RM 9267
Dear Commissioners:

Federal Communications Commission
Secretary of the FCC, Room 2~-""""r=r~ !.-of.)
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

The frequencies bands 420 MHz to 430 MHz and 440 MHz to 450 MHz, proposed for
reallocation by this petition, are very important to our continued success in serving the
Public through our strictly volunteer work. These frequency band segments include
important linking, control, live Amateur television and extensive repeater systems that are
used daily by a large contingent of amateurs in Southern California who's license status
only allow operation in these higher frequencies. It is in these 420-430 MHz and 440-450
MHz frequencies that most newly licensed Amateur's start their newfound interests and
professional careers in wireless communications.

I've personally built, funded and operate an elaborate interconnected Amateur Radio
repeater system. This network serves an extensive geographical area from Los Angeles,
California to Reno, Nevada. The 420 to 430 MHz and 440 to 450 MHz frequencies
selected for this operation were chosen for their ability to propagate the required 150-mile
'paths' between associated mountaintops. This system has been is continuous service
since the mid-1960's, and has supported countless emergencies when the need was
greatest. Not even Cellular Service providers are capable of servicing these remote areas.



I have been licensed for 30 years, and I personally use many different frequencies within
these sub bands ON A DAILY BASIS! The Amateur Radio Service relies on the 420 to
430 MHz and 440 to 450 MHz spectrums to support needed communications for a variety
of applications. This is accomplished via well-established and experimental
communications networks; complex linking systems; remote control of transmitters and
receivers operating on these and many other amateur bands; and Public Service exercises.
Southern California continues to have its share of Natural Disasters. I personally operated
several stations on these sub-bands, supporting Public Safety Agencies during the
following major earthquakes: Sylmar, CA - 1971, Big Bear Lake - 1992, and the
infamous 1994 San Fernando Valley earthquake which made National headlines.

Since most of the established Public Safety networks failed during these Earthquakes, it
was Amateur Radio that stepped-up to provided the critical link between live-saving
Public Safety agencies and the local residents which desperately needed these services.

Amateur Radio has proven to be a successful secondary user to the government
radiolocation operations on these frequency bands. RM-9267 contains no technical
solutions to prove that Amateur Radio users could continue to use these bands without
serious interference if land mobile communications become the primary user. When other
incumbent users of a given spectrum are displaced, there has been a proviso that requires
the gaining service to relocate (at their expense) those services which are established in
this portion of the 420 to 430 MHz and 440 to 450 MHz spectrum.

Commission approval of any PMRS (or similar) allocation on this or any amateur
frequency band will effectively terminate any Amateur Radio operations within the
specified band. Amateur Radio operations in Southern California which are a vital
communications resource to the public during emergencies and disasters will be very
badly damaged by the loss of 49 Percent of the available VHF amateur spectrum below
900 MHz. Similar radio services attempting to share common spectrum is a recipe for
disaster.

I urge the Commission to DENY the above-specified portions ofRM-9267.

Sincerely, I
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Charles G. BeIda I K6ENS
464 Calle De Castellana
Redondo Beach, CA 90277-6726
(714) 780-7248 - Office


